
Newsletter 10th July 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
This will be the last newsletter that I will write this year and what a year it has been!! If someone 
had told me in September that children were going to miss over 4 months of school, I would never 
have believed them. However here we are with children still away from school and learning in a very 
different way. I would again like to express my thanks to all of you for your support over the last few 
months. The way that teachers, parents and children have worked together is testament to the 
strong family foundation on which this school is built. A big ‘Team Syresham’ well done to 
everyone!! It has been tough at times, but we have come through it and are now ready for the 
summer break ahead of us.   
 
To the year 6 children; it breaks my heart that I have not been able to provide the final year that you 
deserve. The residential school trip, end of term concert, sports day and disco to name a few. This is 
a ‘Right of Passage’ that has been taken away from you. However, I am so pleased that you were 
able come back to school for this final term and spend some quality time together with your friends 
and teachers before you move on. These last few weeks have enabled you all ‘to be children’. To do 
handstands at lunch time, play silly games with your friends, learn about your new schools and bring 
some finality and closure to what has been a fun filled 7 years at Syresham School.  
 
This year we say goodbye to families who have been at the school for many years. Lisa and Nick 
Dimbleby and family, Ashley and Shirley Portlock and family, Dee and Kev King and family, Nic and 
James Fowler and family and Miriam Girgori and family. All of these families have played VERY active 
roles within our school and over the years have supported and enabled the children to do so much 
via the events they have helped to organise as part of the Friends. They have always volunteered to 
help with transport to school events and been a great cheerleading team at sporting events! We are 
really going to miss seeing them in school and miss the contribution that they have made to the lives 
of the children in our school. Thank you so much for all that you have done, we will miss you. 
 
We are also preparing to say goodbye to Miss Nikel as she gets ready for her new adventure in 
China. I have a total mixture of emotions to see Christi leave. Sadness that we are losing a good 
teacher and a friend but also excitement for Christi because I know that she is up for the challenge 
that this new role will bring. I am hopeful that we can keep in contact with Miss Nikel and her new 
school, sharing her experiences thorough class letters, videos and maybe zoom chats! Good Luck 
Christi! 
 
We are all busy in school planning the return for all children in September. We are very conscious 
that many children will not have been in school for over 6 months and while we have Government 
advice on how to open, a lot may change between now and September.  With this is mind the start 
of term will be different to normal and will run as follows: 
 
Tuesday 1st September – Teacher Training Day 
Wednesday 2nd September and Thursday 3rd September – pupil and parent welcome back sessions. 
This will be a timetabled two days where children and their families will come to school to meet 
their new teacher, have a look around the new school and classroom set up and learn more about 
how school will run and operate. This will be an opportunity for both pupils and parents to ask 
questions and talk about any concerns that they may have.  
Friday 4th September – Teacher Training Day  
Monday 7th September – All children return to school full time.  



Another area that requires increased thought and planning is the provision of wrap around care. In 
September we will not initially be able to accommodate breakfast club in school, due to the set-up 
of classrooms.  However, we are hoping to run some after school care provision.  If you require 
childcare out of school hours, please email Mrs Allee by Wednesday 15th July to let her know what 
you would need, including breakfast club when we are able to run it. If not having breakfast club is 
going to cause you huge difficulties, please come and speak to me.  
 
We have some staffing changes in September in Year 5 and 6 due to Mrs Hintner’s contract coming 
to an end.  Mrs Haddy will continue to lead this class and I will write to you at a later date to update 
you on the job share arrangements. I hope you will join me in wishing Mrs Hintner the best of luck 
for the future.  
 
The Friends of Syresham School have spent two evenings this week working in the school grounds 
clearing up and tidying.  It looks AMAZING! Thank you so much to everyone who came along and 
helped on Wednesday and Thursday evening.  Special thanks must go to Steph and Geoff Brackpool, 
Dave and Nicola Billingham and Liz and Peter Mountain who turned up to help in the rain even 
though they have no children at the school.  Thank you also to Billy Turnham for taking the rubbish 
away and saving us spending a fortune on skip hire.  Your hard work will make the environment so 
much more pleasant for the children to play and learn in next term and the staff and I are now really 
looking forward to using all of our grounds as much as possible.  I really cannot thank you all enough. 
 
It has been a tricky year for the Friends of Syresham School.  With many of their events having been 
cancelled due to the COVID-19 virus, namely the main fundraiser – May Day, their coffers are now 
low.  They are also going to lose a significant number of members from the committee as key 
families will be leaving the school this summer.  The school relies on the Friends fundraising to 
provide ‘extras’ for the children in school.  Extras like weekly French lessons, outdoor play 
equipment, Resources for PSHE and phonics and may more, please follow the link to see a full 
breakdown of what the money raised has bought.  The Friends now need new members, especially 
from the younger years in the school.  Being part of the Friends Committee isn’t all hard work.  They 
have social get-togethers over the year and it is a chance for families to make new and lasting 
friendships.  Being part of the Friends committee can be a very rewarding and satisfying experience. 
 
The Parish Council are aiming to re-open the Swingfield on 15th July. There will be a sign installed on 
the gate which contains the new COVID-19 park rules and a link is attached here and you can also 
find them and the Swingfield Risk Assessment on the village website (www.syreshamvillage.com). 
Parents who use the Swingfield will need to bring their own hand sanitisers/wipes and children must 
be accompanied by an adult when visiting. 
 
Finally, a quick reminder about the questionnaire that I sent out last week. Thank you to those of 
you who have already responded, we have found your answers and comments very useful. I have 
attached a link to both questionnaires at the end of the newsletter for those who have not yet 
returned them.  
 
So that’s it from me for another year! Please take lots of care of yourselves and your families over 
the summer break and I look forward to welcoming you back in September.  
 
With all my very best wishes 
Mrs Clough 
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